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Here  is  a  history  so  written  that  school-children,  policemen,  so- 
ciety folk  and  other  politicians  can  understand  it. 

There  have  been  foisted  upon  us  in  the  past  learned  histories 
so  authoritative  that  no  one  can  read;  there  have  been  sold  popular 
histories  crammed  genially  with  an  hundred  and  sixty-three  inac- 
curacies in  the  first  forty  pages,  perpetrations  reviled  alike  by 
clown  and  scholar. 

But  here  at  last  is  a  history  superior  to  all  authority,  adhering 
faithfully  only  to  paradox  and  prevaricating  only  within  the  bounds 
of  intelligence;  yet  a  history  that  will  convey  unerringly  an  under- 
standing of  the  low  manner  by  which  Parties  grow  to  glory.  And 
this  after  all  is  the  essence  of  historical  salubrity. 


Indeed  the  reader  will  find  that  this  history  is  far  more  reliable 
than  any  heretofore  used  in  public  schools,  yet  cunningly  designed 
to  escape  the  censorship  of  truth- acclaiming  Patriotic  societies 
which  abhor  accuracy.  It  should  also  be  a  valuable  addition  to 
libraries,  if  any,  at  political  headquarters,  where  it  will  prove  useful 
in  the  preparation  of  campaign  talks  by  college  graduates,  hired 
speakers  and  possibly  some  orator  in  the  coming  elections.  Finally 
it  is  commended  for  impartiality  and  restraint  to  the  great  mass  of 
American  citizens  and  to  persons  who  vote. 

S.  H.  O.,  Jr. 
F.  W.  S. 

New  York,  N.  Y.,  and 
Havana,  Cuba, 
January,  1928 


PART  ONE 


AN  ELEGANT  HISTORY 
OF  POLITICAL  PARTIES 


i 

It  is  fitting  that  this  history  should  open  with  an  attack  by- 
Indians  upon  a  beautiful  Puritan  maiden,  who  had  carelessly 
strayed  from  her  cabin  a  few  yards  into  the  tall  timber  of  His 
Majesty's  Colony  of  Rhode  Island.  This  particular  foraging  party, 
according  to  Catlin,  that  most  scholarly  and  learned  of  the  liars 
about  our  Indians,  was  led  by  Big  Chief  Tamanend,  and  was 
undoubtedly  the  first  political  party  of  purely  American  origin. 

Such  was  Chief  Tamanend's  foresight  that  he  limited  this  orgy 
to  scalping,  which  resulted  in  a  nice  clean  death  for  the  maiden  and 
forestalled  another  of  our  ramified  "Puritan"  descents;  thus  the 
insidious  old  Sachem  reduced  materially  the  number  of  our  better 
element  generically  opposed  to  the  Machine. 


2. 


The  foraging  party  led  by  Chief  Tamanend 
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II 

Here  is  George  Washington,  a  little  boy  in  backwoods  Vir- 
ginia, who  at  this  time  was  acquiring  a  Liberal  if  not  a  Tory  educa- 
tion, and  who  was  growing  strong  chopping  down  cherry  trees. 
Nobody  knows,  to-day,  whether  George  was  one  of  those  good  little 
boys  who  never  pulled  the  family's  cat's  tail,  or  whether  he  was  one 
of  those  bad  little  boys  who  swore  and  danced  the  Virginia  Reel; 
indeed  it  has  now  become  ill  form  to  talk  about  George's  character 
at  all — people  are  so  easily  offended.  Historians,  however,  may 
properly  discuss  such  subjects,  and  will  probably  continue  always 
to  differ  about  Washington's  character  after  he  became  great;  to 
obviate  any  disagreeable  discussion  he  is  introduced  here  at  an  age 
when  his  character  could  not  possibly  influence  the  course  of  politi- 
cal parties  anyway. 


4. 


Hitherto  unpublished  portrait  of  Washington,  in  youth,  attributed  to  Gilbert  Stuart 
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III 

Until  King  George  began  to  fret  about  the  well-being  of  his 
colonies,  there  was  little  political  consciousness  in  America.  In- 
trigue was  limited  to  town  meetings,  Indians,  and  the  church.  But 
in  course  of  time  the  town  talkers  were  silenced  by  disgusted  In- 
dians; the  Indians  drank  themselves  to  death;  and  all  the  heretics 
had  been  pilloried.  The  colonists  were  left  without  a  field  for  in- 
trigue. Now  political  theory  has  ever  been  the  resource  of  people 
malcontent ;  and  King  George  added  a  further  stimulus  by  oppres- 
sion. A  caucus  club  was  formed  in  Massachusetts,  and  correspond- 
ing Societies  in  other  colonies.  Thenceforward  politics  was  the 
great  American  pastime.  But  intrigue,  in  the  absence  of  any  or- 
ganized party,  proved  ineffectual,  and  sensing  this  a  number  of  old 
Bostonian  patriots  instigated  the  famous  Tea  Party,  which  greatly 
discomforted  King  George.  Political  Parties  have  flourished  ever 
since. 


G. 


3.1  i-  - 


Old  Bostonian  patriots  of  the  Tea  Party 
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IV 

The  political  theory  of  the  colonists,  which  was  so  closely  con- 
nected with  the  organization  of  early  parties,  was  directed  pri- 
marily to  the  nature  and  functions  of  a  King,  and  was  thoroughly 
American  in  character.  One  of  the  leading  theorists,  Mr.  Tom 
Paine,  held  that  King  George  was  a  'sceptered  savage'  and  a  'royal 
brute.'  Mr.  John  Adams  argued  that  King  George  should  be  'fed 
well,'  'given  finery'  and  'shut  up'  till  he  was  converted  to  right 
reason  and  common  sense. 

The  most  radical  theorists  were  called  Whigs  and  they  wanted 
King  George  to  guarantee  Colonial  rights;  the  conservative  theor- 
ists, who  never  became  very  articulate,  were  called  Tories  and 
merely  wanted  his  'condescension.'  But  finally  Patrick  Henry,  who 
was  an  out  and  out  American,  evolved  a  theory  that  every  brute 
must  meet  his  Brutus,  and  if  that  was  treason  it  was  reason  to  a 
'T.'  Thereupon  the  Whigs  urged  separation  from  the  King, 
and  everyone,  including  those  who  had  themselves  been  Tories, 
turned  and  drove  the  Tories  out  of  the  country. 


8. 


Patrick  Henry  pleads  for  separation 
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Thomas  Jefferson  now  penned  his  famous  declaration  that  all 
men  are  created  equal,  and  that  government  depends  on  the  con- 
sent of  the  governed, — and  promptly  departed  from  the  scene  of 
the  ensuing  Revolution. 

While  Mr.  Jefferson  was  penning  those  glowing  sentiments, 
Mr.  John  Adams  and  Mr.  Alexander  Hamilton  along  with  every- 
body else  agreed  with  his  ideas  absolutely,  and  said  that  they  were 
members  altogether  of  a  big  happy  party;  but  after  the  great  vic- 
tory of  the  People  over  Britain,  the  gentlemen  began  to  hedge.  Mr. 
Adams  submitted  that  although  all  men  may  have  been  created 
equal  they  were  certainly  not  born  equal;  and  Mr.  Hamilton  said 
that  although  the  governed  ought  to  be  allowed  to  consent,  they 
should  be  allowed  to  consent  only  to  be  governed  by  gentlemen  en- 
dowed with  virtue  and  education;  for  'aristocrats  alone  are  intelli- 
gent enough  to  govern.' 

At  this  juncture  the  followers  of  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Hamilton 
organized  themselves  into  a  Strong  Federalist  Party  and  backed 
George  Washington,  whose  antecedents  were  then  unquestioned, 
to  be  the  first  President. 


10. 


The  Declaration  of  Independence 


1.  Thomas  Jefferson. 

2.  Button    Gwinnett    who  knew 

what  price  signatures. 

3.  Antiques. 

4.  Ben  Franklin,  Press  Agent, 
f.  "A  long  train  of  abuses." 

6-10  "Mankind  disposed  to  suffer." 

11.  "The  pursuit  of  happiness." 

12.  "Tyranny." 

13.  Magnifying  glass  for  John  Han 

cock's  autograph. 


not 


14-15.  Fireworks  promoters. 
16.  Paul  Revere,  the  newsboy. 
Age  of  reason. 
C.  Age  without  reason. 
20-24.  Builders  of  clippers. 

N.  Stamp  collectors. 
25.  "Absolute  despotism." 
"Patient  sufferance." 
"Manly  firmness." 
"Prudence  dictating." 
x  and  y.  Whigs  and  Tories. 


26. 
27. 
28. 


AN  ELEGANT  HISTORY  OF  POLITICAL  PARTIES 


VI 

The  first  President  was  promptly  confronted  with  a  throng  of 
avaricious  office  seekers  exuding  Party  spirit  and  threatening  to 
stage  a  rival  party  if  the  President  proved  stingy.  Washington, 
however,  dismissed  all  such,  firmly  but  dryly,  knowing  that  they 
lacked  the  ability  and  the  public  spirit  to  start  a  new  party.  With 
incipient  rival  parties  successfully  killed  off  at  the  start  the  rest  of 
Washington's  administration  is  dull  to  students  like  ourselves  who 
understand  that  the  life  of  the  Party  depends  on  the  kick  in  the  gov- 
ernmental punch. 


12. 


America's  first  great  prohibitionist 
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Alexander  Hamilton,  aristocratic  Federalist  financier,  be- 
came Secretary  of  the  Treasury  under  Washington  and  was  han- 
dling the  finances  with  great  acumen,  when  certain  of  his  less  aristo- 
cratic rivals  discovered  that  dulv  accredited  funds  of  the  Treasurv 
were  somehow  missing.  Mr.  Hamilton  was  promptly  brought  to 
account  and  Mr.  James  Monroe,  a  republican  radical,  was  ap- 
pointed one  of  the  commissioners  to  investigate  the  matter.  The 
hearing  was  necessarily  had  behind  closed  doors,  because  some  of 
Mr.  Hamilton's  lady  friends  were  said  to  be  involved.  Hamilton 
was  duly  acquitted ;  but  his  trial  proved  the  first  party  scandal. 

Contrary  to  most  scandals,  this  one  influenced  national  and 
party  policies;  for  at  the  time,  the  Nation  was  trying  to  patch  up 
peace  with  aristocratic  England  and  revolutionary  France. 

While  our  aristocratic  ambassador  Jay  walked  serenely  in 
London, — 


14. 


Jay  walking  in  London 
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Our  Radical  representative,  Monroe,  was  being  embraced  in 
the  Paris  Convention.  It  so  happened  that  Jay's  treaty  was 
quickly  approved  by  the  Federalist  Senate,  whereas  Monroe's  was 
politely  rejected.  The  French  democrats  were  so  incensed  at 
this,  they  took  Monroe  out  for  an  evening  on  Montmartre  and 
about  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  persuaded  him  to  make  a  public 
statement  that  the  Federalist  government  was  just  trying  to  bring 
on  a  war  with  France. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  who  was  now  in  charge  of  foreign  affairs,  called 
Monroe  home  and  a  disgrace  to  his  country  in  the  same  breath,  and 
Monroe,  seeking  revenge,  hastened  back  to  Philadelphia  and  pub- 
lished the  allegations  made  at  Hamilton's  trial,  which  were  very 
salacious  reading.  Since  this  history  is  intended  for  use  in  the 
public  schools  we  are  unable  to  tell  the  truth  of  the  story;  how- 
ever, the  episode  induced  the  Federalists  to  declare  their  party  and 
the  country  thenceforward  opposed  to  all  entangling  alliances. 


ifi. 


Monroe  embraced  at  the  Paris  convention 


PART  TWO 
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IX 

During  Mr.  Jefferson's  retirement,  the  Federalists  had  little 
difficulty  in  persuading  the  people  to  let  aristocrats  govern.  With 
Mr.  Adams  President  it  began  to  look  to  Mr.  Jefferson  as  if  the 
Federalists  were  about  to  scrap  the  declaration  which  had  made 
him  famous.  Wherefor  he  hastened  back  to  America  and 
announced  that  all  men  should  keep  a  sharp  look  out  for  their 
birthright  and  not  let  any  highbrow  aristocrats  impugn  the  equality 
they  had  been  created  with. 


20. 


Keeping  a  sharp  lookout  for  their  birthright 
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Me.  Jeffeeson  then  took  Mr.  Adams  aside  and  asked,  for  publi- 
cation, just  what  he  meant  by  'Aristocrat'  anyway;  and  Mr.  Adams 
said:  "When  I  use  the  word  aristocrat,  I  mean  any  citizen  who  can 
control  two  votes  or  more  in  Society  whether  by  his  virtue,  his  tal- 
ents, his  learning,  his  loquacity,  his  taciturnity,  his  frankness,  his 
reserve,  his  face,  figure,  eloquence,  grace,  air,  attitude,  movements, 
wealth,  birth,  art,  address,  intrigue,  good  fellowship,  drunkenness, 
debauchery,  fraud,  perjury,  violence,  treachery,  pyrrhonism,  deism, 
or  atheism."* 

This  was  a  good  answer  for  the  Federalist  Party ;  but  the  people 
could  not  understand  the  long  words,  so  they  formed  the  Anti- 
Federalist  Party  and  nominated  their  word-scarred  champion,  Mr. 
Jefferson,  for  the  Presidency. 

*See  John  Adams,  Works,  Vol.  VI,  p.  457;  Boston,  1851. 


22. 


23  


Mr.  Jefferson  asks  Mr.  Adams 
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Mr.  Adams  thereupon  showed  his  disdain  for  Mr.  Jefferson  and 
the  new  party  by  appointing  Mr.  Hamilton  field-marshal  of  the 
army.  Thereupon  Mr.  Jefferson  declared  that  strong  armies  were 
undoubtedly  monarchical  whereas  the  Constitution  was  designed  to 
protect  the  rights  of  the  people  and  permit  them  to  order  them- 
selves. 

The  Federalists  were  now  wearing  ermine  on  their  hats 
and  swords  at  their  belts  and  riding  round  the  capital  in  five-horse 
coaches.  They  replied  that  the  Federalists  drew  up  the  Constitu- 
tion and  ought  to  know  its  meaning!  it  simply  meant  that  the  gov- 
ernment was  to  be  permanently  vested  in  a  ruling  aristocratic  class. 

Mr.  Jefferson,  always  a  statesman,  cautioned  the  people, 
who  were  now  incensed,  to  keep  quiet  and  let  Mr.  Adams  and  the 
Federalists  talk  themselves  right  straight  out  of  the  Presidency, 
which  they  did. 

So  Mr.  Jefferson,  who  had  not  said  anything  about  his  own 
wealth  or  his  own  slaves,  soon  found  himself  riding  up  Capitol  hill 
on  a  democratic  white  donkey,  just  as  if  he  was  going  to  Jerusalem. 
The  donkey  has  been  the  emblem  of  his  party  ever  since. 


24. 


Whitewashing  the  first  Democratic  jackass 
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The  succession  to  power  of  Mr.  Jefferson  made  the  outgoing 
Federalists  very  unhappy.  Mr.  Adams  predicted  dire  calamities 
about  to  befall  the  nation:  mob  rule  and  the  overthrow  of  the  foun- 
dations of  Society!  In  his  ardor  to  appoint  aristocrats  to  all  avail- 
able positions  in  the  government  before  the  midnight  chimes  should 
toll  the  end  of  his  Administration,  Adams  forgot  to  wind  the  Presi- 
dential clock  and  when  toward  dawn  an  unkind  chamberlain 
pointed  out  that  its  hands  still  waited  at  one  minute  to  twelve 
Adams  announced  he  was  exhausted  and  could  not  wind  it  then. 
In  fact,  to  get  him  out,  Jefferson  had  to  set  fire  under  Adams's 
chair  to  the  whole  pile  of  that  worthy's  midnight  appointments. 

Jefferson  then  appeared  upon  the  balcony  and  delivered  to  the 
cheering  citizenry  his  memorable  inaugural  address:  With  the  Re- 
publicans in  power  no  whit  of  the  Nation's  prestige  should  be  lost; 
all  the  executive  prerogatives  guaranteed  by  the  Constitution 
should  be  preserved,  and  the  military  kept  directly  under  the  thumb 
of  the  President  who  had  been  elected  by  the  People ! 


26. 


J53 


Cuckoo  shall  not  coo  tonight 


OUR  GREATEST  ALL 
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One  of  the  first  big  battles  in  Jefferson's  Congress  was  over 
disputed  rights  to  Western  lands  along  the  Yazoo  River.  At  the 
prompting  of  Senator  John  Randolph,  the  first  insurgent,  the  Re- 
publicans split  into  Yazooites  and  Anti-Yazooites  until  the  whole 
Congress  resembled  a  menagerie.  Randolph  had  built  up  a  power- 
ful clique,  led  by  two  outstanding  henchmen,  to  heckle  the  Presi- 
dent; Jefferson  prepared  to  dispose  of  the  henchmen  by  placing 
one  in  his  cabinet  and  by  benching  the  other,  but  to  make  room  on 
the  bench  it  was  necessary  to  impeach  an  incumbent  Federalist 
Judge.  To  help  Jefferson  out,  the  House  had  to  find  a  misde- 
meanor to  fit  the  Federalist,  which  they  did  by  convicting  him  of 
"Inebriation  resulting  in  insanity;"  and  thereby  politics  and  crimi- 
nal psychopathology  were  established  as  fine  arts. 


30. 


Design  for  Congressional  wallpaper 
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With  Jefferson  in  power  the  Federalist  cause  rapidly  faded. 
In  a  last  desperate  effort  to  recoup,  the  Party  rallied  at  a  caucus  in 
New  England,*"  and  proclaimed  that  a  Virginia  Aristocracy  called 
the  Republican  Party  was  hastening  the  nation  straight  to  mon- 
archy, that  all  men  were  created  equal,  and  had  an  innate  right  to 
rebel.  The  caucus  then  urged  all  good  Federalist  States  to  secede 
from  the  Union  and  join  Canada  in  prosecuting  the  English  war 
against  the  tyrants  in  Washington.  While  the  Federalists  were  still 
urging,  however,  the  Republicans  won  the  battle  of  New  Orleans 
and  a  peace  was  signed  with  England  that  ruined  forever  the  Fed- 
eralist plan.  This  final  caucus  of  the  Federalist  Party  was  a  wild 
affair  while  it  lasted.  The  old  Party  died  with  spirit.  True  to  the 
traditional  end  of  all  good  parties,  its  partisans  passed  completely 
out — and  the  curtain  of  History  is  fallen  upon  an  era. 

♦At  Hartford. 


32. 


^  


The  end  of  the  Federalist  party 


PART  THREE 
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The  Republicans  were  now  the  only  party,  and  in  the  absence 
of  opposition  they  dubbed  the  new  administration  the  era  of  Good 
Feeling.  They  also  pointed  out  that  the  government  was  being 
conducted  by  the  whole  people  as  the  Constitution  intended  for  the 
only  time  in  history.  Nevertheless  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  the 
regime  seemed  more  than  ever  before  to  pour  into  the  coffers  of  the 
well-to-do  merchants  and  the  cultured  aristocrats  whom  the  people 
believed  they  had  vanquished ;  for  the  administration  leaders  found 
that  the  administration  profited  most  by  most  profiting  the  wealthy 
classes.  And  eventually,  despite  their  great  victory,  the  people 
were  shoved  a  little  further  out  into  the  western  wilds  and  left  to 
their  own  barren  lots. 


36. 


The  era  of  good  feeling 
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As  a  sop  to  the  feelings  of  these  unfortunate  pioneers  the  next 
Republican  caucus,  with  great  popular  demonstrations,  nominated 
two  representatives  of  the  people  for  President  and  only  one  Re- 
publican aristocrat.  There  was  of  course  an  overwhelming  vote  for 
the  popular  candidates, — but  no  one  had  the  necessary  majority, 
and  the  choice,  as  planned,  went  into  the  House,  which  elected  the 
aristocratic  Adams.  When  the  people  discovered  they  had  been 
buncoed  again,  a  great  howl  arose.  Andy  Jackson,  one  of  the  de- 
feated candidates,  walked  from  his  log  cabin  all  the  way  to  New 
York,  where  Martin  Van  Buren  had  perfected  a  give  and  take  po- 
litical organization  to  rule  the  State.  They  exchanged  grips 
and  straightway  formed  the  new  Democratic  Party,  declaring 
themselves  the  legitimate  heirs  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  (in  the  days  before 
he  became  President),  and  added  that  they  would  stick  by  the 
People;  they  also  added  that  the  Republicans  were  nothing  but 
Federalists  anyway  who  had  always  enjoyed  trampling  on  the 
People.  Jackson,  one  of  the  People,  was  to  be  the  People's  savior. 
People  was  pronounced  with  a  capital  P, — and  Jackson  was 
elected. 
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Men  came  five  hundred  miles  and  more  without  railroads  to  see 
their  hero,  Old  Hickory,  discomfort  the  Republicans  at  his  inaugu- 
ration. They  were  satisfied,  for  he  hardly  waited  to  take  the  oath 
before  dismissing  all  Republican  appointees  from  office.  After 
awarding  the  offices  to  his  friends,  he  proceeded  at  once  to  veto  the 
pet  bills  of  the  aristocratic  Congress  that  had  once  defeated  him; 
then  he  overthrew  the  system  of  nominations  by  Congressional 
caucus  and  provided  instead  that  nominations  should  be  made  at 
national  conventions  of  the  people — spelled  with  a  small  p  now 
since  they  were  all  members  of  a  great  Party.  Finally  he  extended 
suffrage  to  enable  more  of  the  mob  to  become  Democrats.  De- 
mocracy was  at  last  triumphant ! 
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Notwithstanding  such  popular  gestures,  Jackson  was  ce- 
menting himself  in  the  good  graces  of  the  interests  by  employing 
a  kitchen  cabinet  of  aristocratic  intimates  to  cook  up  autocratic 
dishes  distasteful  to  his  "puppet  party." 

But  the  organization  which  had  elected  Jackson  was  conscious 
now  of  the  Power  of  Party.  The  organization  had  enrolled  the 
voters,  and  organization  leaders  made  up  the  official  cabinet  that 
Jackson  flouted.  It  seemed  time  that  the  individual  leader  should 
be  made  subservient  to  the  Party.  At  this  fortuitous  moment 
Jackson  annexed  a  sweetheart. 

Mrs.  Eaton  was  amiable  and  amorous,  and  her  charms  so  de- 
lighted Jackson  that  he  undertook  to  introduce  her  into  polite  so- 
ciety. The  wives  of  his  cabinet,  however,  lifted  their  new  lorgnettes 
to  her  visiting  card  and  sent  word  they  were  indisposed.  Osten- 
sibly of  course  the  President's  split  with  Calhoun  and  Clay  was  over 
nullification  and  with  others  in  his  party  over  the  veto  and  national 
conventions — but  historically  the  fact  remains  that  Mrs.  Eaton  was 
too  democratic  for  Democracy. 
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Fortunately  for  Van  Buren  he  was  able  to  slide  into  the 
Presidency  despite  the  social  temblor  in  the  party ;  for  the  Repub- 
licans were  now  disrupted  by  a  bolt  of  "Anti-Masons,"  a  group  of 
voters  jealous  of  other  people's  secrets  and  their  diamond  scimitars. 
When  the  Republicans  found  themselves  defeated  yet  again  by 
the  disrupted  and  enfeebled  Democrats,  they  knew  their  time  had 
come.   Van  Buren' s  inauguration  sounded  their  obituary. 

A  new  party  was  soon  welded,  however,  of  Republican  debris 
and  outcast  Jacksonians.  To  win  the  humor  of  the  patricians  the 
new  party  was  labled  "Whig,"  and  since  by  now  politicians  had 
learned  the  importance  of  organization  and  a  popular  slogan,  and 
the  value  of  the  give  and  take  spoils  game,  they  promptly  selected 
for  their  slogan:  "Away  with  the  Spoilers."  The  Whigs  chose  as 
candidate  the  unknown  Harrison,  who  had  been  reared  in  another 
log  cabin  and  who  was  offered  to  the  masses  as  a  "man  of  thd 
People."  The  Party  system  was  at  last  triumphant,  and  by  a  great 
deal  of  shouting,  torchlight  parades,  confusion  of  issues,  and  the 
nickname  "Tippycanoe,"  Harrison  won  out. 

Merit  of  leadership  was  no  longer  essential  in  a  nominee;  pic- 
turesqueness  made  more  impression  on  the  voters.  Indeed  the 
strongest  figures  of  the  hour,  Calhoun,  Clay,  and  Webster,  it  has 
been  stated,  lived  too  far  East,  knew  too  much,  or  proved  too  honest 
ever  to  satisfy  the  vote-getters. 
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The  triumph  of  the  picturesque  spread  rapidly.  Every  poli- 
tician thought  that  by  seizing  some  new  and  popular  issue  upon 
which  to  build  the  pretty  propaganda  of  a  candidacy  he  would  win 
to  power.  All  sorts  of  parties  sprang  up  advocating  different  ap- 
proaches to  the  major  problems  of  territorial  expansion  and  the 
abolition  of  slavery. 

The  slave  owners  in  the  South  were  remarkably  bitter  upon  the 
slave  question,  for  they  visioned  having  to  leave  their  cool  verandahs 
and  seductive  mint  juleps  to  venture  forth  into  slaveless  cotton 
fields  and  earn  a  living.  The  Northerners,  however,  had  always 
been  jealous  of  basking  Southern  ease,  because  in  buying  Southern 
cotton  they  had  believed  they  had  paid  for  the  verandahs  and  mint 
juleps;  now  they  took  particular  delight  in  quoting,  upon  the  evils 
of  slavery,  the  Bible  and  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

Nullifiers,  Abolitionists,  Liberals,  Natives,  Americans  and 
other  ingenuous  names  were  selected  by  new  party  organizers  and 
voters  swung  gently  to  and  fro.  The  staunch  old  Whigs  and  Dem- 
ocrats compromised  themselves,  declining  to  admit  that  the  impor- 
tant issues  were  important,  while  with  the  mien  of  a  Mrs.  Grundy 
they  disparaged  the  undignified  parties  of  the  younger  set. 
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But  Whigs  and  Democrats  held  themselves  aloof  too 
long.  The  youngsters,  in  keeping  with  the  irreverent  spirit  of 
youth,  began  calling  their  Democratic  ancestors  Hunkers;  stand- 
pat  Whigs  were  labeled  Barn-burners;  a  matchless  party  in  New 
York  sprang  up  called  Loco-Focos ;  and  such  a  bandying  of  appel- 
lations followed  that  soon  no  one  knew  what  a  party  name  meant 
or  stood  for.  Finally  some  psycho-analyst,  uniquely  enlightened, 
devised  the  simple  appellation,  Free  Soilers,  which  everyone  could 
understand,  and  promptly  the  befuddled  voters  all  rushed  to  its 
banners.  The  new  party  soon  obtained  the  repeal  of  the  compro- 
mise laws,  and  shortly  thereafter  adopting  "out  of  courtesy"  the 
grand  old  name  Republican  elected  President  a  combined  aboli- 
tionist and  log-cabin  candidate,  Abraham  Lincoln.  The  disillu- 
sioned Democrats  thereupon  called  all  Southern  gentlemen  to  arms 
in  defense  of  their  juleps,  bloodshed  ensued,  and  lots  of  good  Dem- 
ocrats were  killed  so  that  many  years  elapsed  before  they  were  able 
to  win  another  election. 
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The  era  of  reconstruction  was  a  jolly  era  for  the  Republican 
politician  who  found  the  South  warm  and  sunny  and  luscious.  Re- 
publican go-getters  obtained  control  of  the  vote  in  the  counties  of 
their  new  residence,  some  by  distributing  free  razors  to  free  negroes, 
others  by  trading  their  influence  to  Southern  gentlemen  for  South- 
ern hospitality.  All  of  them  grew  rich,  and  when  by  the  following 
summer  they  were  ready  to  return  North  their  luggage,  which  had 
been  carpet-bags  on  the  down  journey,  was  now  so  expanded  that 
the  railroads  made  a  most  tremendous  profit  by  means  of  which 
they  became  a  mighty  influence  in  subsequent  elections. 
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As  the  carpet-baggers  walked  out,  the  Southerners  erected  a 
fiery  cross  and  unitedly  pledged  themselves  as  Klansmen,  Demo- 
crats, and  Gentlemen,  to  prevent  a  return  of  the  reconstructionists, 
and  to  remain  ever  the  Solid  South. 

The  Railroads  now  became  strong  backers  of  the  Republican 
Party,  which  was  thereby  securely  endowed  the  Party  of  the  Inter- 
ests. The  old  struggle  between  Eastern  wealth  and  culture,  and 
the  downtrodden  people  recommenced.  The  more  wealth  that  be- 
came available  to  the  Republican  interests  in  their  success,  the  less 
there  seemed  available  to  the  Southerner,  farmer,  party  leader  out 
of  office,  and  the  masses.  But  by  far  the  loudest  wails  on  this  ac- 
count rose  from  party  leaders  out  of  office.  Yet  even  when  these 
joined  together,  under  the  old  Democratic  standard  in  the  South 
and  shouted  in  unison,  they  still  failed  to  make  themselves  under- 
stood among  the  voters.  Finally  they  reached  the  conclusion  that 
this  was  due  to  the  Southern  drawl  and  they  turned  West. 
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Here  were  found  the  discontented  of  all  types.  Men  who  had 
eagerly  accepted  lands  from  the  Government  to  practice  farming 
had  discovered  that  the  soil  is  dirty  and  the  practice  dirtier;  year 
after  year  they  had  their  fill  of  tilling  yet  failed  to  fill  the  till.  Pain- 
fully they  learned  the  law  of  the  soil  that  there  is  either  no  market 
for  the  crops  or  no  crops  for  the  market — a  law  for  which  they  held 
the  Republican  administration  responsible.  But  since  their  opinion 
had  no  influence  with  the  administration  they  directed  their  propa- 
ganda against  the  Railroads,  crying  that  the  farmer  would  go  on 
losing  money  until  the  Railroads  no  longer  controlled  themselves 
or  the  administration. 

Here,  too,  were  discontented  young  merchants  who  had  gone 
West  with  hope,  and  had  nothing  left  on  which  to  come  back;  but 
they,  unlike  the  farmers,  were  able  to  offer  a  solution  to  their  prob- 
lem: if  the  administration  would  issue  silver  dollars  irrespective  of 
the  supply  of  gold  all  could  be  rich.  The  impoverished  artisans  im- 
mediately went  them  one  better  and,  suggesting  that  paper  money 
was  cheaper  even  than  silver,  shouted  for  greenbacks. 

At  the  same  time  whole  masses  of  populists  were  harking  "Back 
to  the  principles  of  Jefferson  and  Jackson — to  save  the  people." 
And  here  Democracy  perceived  an  opening. 
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The  Democratic  leaders  promptly  announced  that  the  country- 
was  in  a  desperate  condition  and  that  in  the  emergency  public  spirit 
should  prove  greater  than  party  spirit;  that  if  all  good  Americans 
and  some  Republicans  would  vote  for  the  Democratic  candidate  the 
millennium  would  be  attained. 

This,  indeed,  was  a  paradox  no  one  could  deny,  and  accordingly 
the  Democrats  soon  collected  enough  votes  to  elect  Mr.  Cleveland 
President,  and  they  might  then  have  clinched  a  final  victory  for  the 
masses  over  wealth  and  arrogance  had  not  an  evangelist  named  Mr. 
Bryan  decided  to  become  a  Democrat  and  become  a  demagogue  by 
mistake. 

Frequenting  the  sticks  as  a  Seventh-Day  Democrat,  Mr.  Bryan 
convinced  the  great  American  jackanapes  that  everything  in  the 
world  was  headed  straight  for  Gehenna,  with  the  result  that  rural 
voters,  thereafter,  gave  themselves  over  on  election  day  to  prayer 
instead  of  to  the  polls  and  the  Democratic  vote  fell  off  again. 
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But  Bryan  continued  his  monkey  talk  about  silver,  and  his 
silvery  talk  about  monkeys ;  and  soon,  along  with  monkeys,  women 
and  Wall  Street,  too,  became  involved  in  politics.  The  women, 
who  were  also  militant  talkers,  paraded  in  front  of  the  Capitol  with 
banners  and  slogans  and  drowned  out  even  Bryan.  But  the  added 
noise  of  Mighty  Wall  Street  was  more  than  some  of  the  disillu- 
sioned young  Republicans  could  bear,  so  they  labeled  all  the  palaver 
"bull"  and  themselves  "Bull  Moosers"  and  started  on  a  third  party 
rampage.  The  Bull  Moosers  predicted  a  new  order  in  American 
politics  and  this  prediction  came  true;  for  they  wrecked  the  Re- 
publican Party  just  long  enough  to  let  the  successors  of  Bryan,  and 
Minnesota,  put  prohibition  over  on  the  next  administration, — which 
renders  the  history  of  more  recent  party  issues,  if  any,  too  dry  to 
recount  soberly. 
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We  may  summarize  now  what  American  Political  Parties  have 
come  to.  The  old  rallying  cry  "Save  the  people  in  the  name  of  Jef- 
ferson" is  worn  out;  for,  despite  the  best  efforts  of  the  politicians, 
prosperity  has  spread  at  last  from  the  East  to  the  South,  and  North 
and  West;  and  there  is  gold  enough  for  all, — except  Europe. 
There  are  no  longer  heralds  of  the  "masses  oppressed  by  the  in- 
terests," for  the  masses  have  gone  over  to  the  interests  and  bought 
Fords ;  both  parties  alike  stand  now  for  the  meaningless  Ps,  Prece- 
dent, and  Prosperity.  If  the  voters  dislike  these  Ps  they  stay  away 
from  the  polls,  which  does  not  hurt  the  parties  at  all; — the  parties 
continue  to  exist  for  tradition's  sake,  which  is  a  very  grand  thing, 
and  for  the  high  purpose  of  holding  every  fourth  year  bigger  and 
better  conventions  and  bigger  and  better  parades  for  President. 


62. 


Bigger 


and 


better 


conventions 


AN  ELEGANT  HISTORY  OF  POLITICAL  PARTIES 


XXVIII 

Theke  remains  only  the  question  of  what  the  great  parties  are 
coming  to.  As  Mr.  Bryan  predicted,  everything,  including  parties, 
is  headed  for  Gehenna.  There  live  today  an  equal  number  both  of 
Democrats  and  of  Republicans  who  want  more  imperialism  or  more 
isolation,  more  prohibition  or  more  licentiousness,  more  indepen- 
dence or  more  paternalism.  Neither  party  can  take  a  stand  on 
these  questions  without  losing  the  half  of  its  constituents.  Party 
allegiance  has  always  been  a  fetich,  and  like  other  religions  it  is  suf- 
fering now  from  modern  scientific  exposure.  It  may  be  safely 
predicted  that  the  parties  of  the  future  will  be  a  Party  for  the  Con- 
tinuance of  Parties,  and  an  Anti-Party  Party;  yet  it  is  thought 
that  even  this  issue  should  be  preserved  in  alcohol,  which  is  still 
furnished  by  museums  for  such  purposes,  to  the  end  that  the  Po- 
litical Party  which  alone  is  of  the  people,  by  the  people  and  for  the 
people,  may  not  perish  from  the  earth. 
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Appendix  A 
A  TYPICAL  PARTY  PLATFORM 

PREAMBLE 

This  Party,  deriving  its  principles  direct,  untainted  and  un- 
suspected from  the  founders  of  our  government  and  the  authors  of 
our  liberty,  now  in  National  Convention  assembled,  reaffirms  its 
immemorial  faith  in  fundamental  progressive  social,  economic  and 
industrial  justice,  and  pledges  itself  once  again,  this  time  in  earnest, 
to  pursue  this  high  faith  to  the  higher  end  that  prosperity  shall  ever 
reign  throughout  the  breadth  and  the  depth  even  unto  the  third 
and  fourth  dimensions  of  this  great  land. 

PROHIBITION 

We  believe  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  is  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land  subject  only  to  the  power  vested  in  the 
people  to  make  amendments  and  emendments  thereto  and  there- 
from in  the  manner  and  according  to  the  methods  therein  provided. 
That  the  Eighteenth  Amendment  is  and  shall  be  the  law  of  this  na- 
tion until  such  time  as  it  shall  be  repealed.  That  the  laws  providing 
for  the  carrying  out  of  that  amendment  have  been  declared  consti- 
tutional, but  can  only  remain  in  force  until  such  time  as  they  may 
be  revoked  or  altered  by  the  representatives  of  the  people  in  Con- 
gress assembled.   With  sympathy  for  all  who  regard  with  disfavor 
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such  laws,  and  with  the  fullest  understanding  of  all  who  look  upon 
them  with  favor,  the  Party  stands  ready  to  carry  out  the  mandate 
of  the  people  in  regard  thereto  as  expressed  at  the  polls. 

THE  FARM  PROBLEM 

We  believe  that  every  industry  in  this  broad  land  shall  and  of 
right  ought  to  have  equal  opportunity  to  share  in  the  era  of  pros- 
perity foreshadowed  by  the  impending  success  of  this  Party.  That 
the  industry  of  Farming  is  a  key  industry  of  our  great  nation  and 
that  every  Farmer  should  be  afforded  full  opportunity  to  make  the 
utmost  return  to  which  his  beneficial  labor  entitles  him.  We  there- 
fore declare  that  no  laws  should  be  passed  or  approved  which  will 
tend  in  the  long  run  to  injure  the  Farmer  or  the  Nation,  but  that 
just  and  equitable  laws  should  be  approved  and  passed  to  guarantee 
all  Farmers  the  credit  which  is  their  right  by  reason  of  the  invalu- 
able nature  of  their  work. 

EDUCATION  AND  SCIENCE 

The  welfare  of  this  land  demands  that  the  liberty  of  speech  and 
of  thought  guaranteed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  be 
cherished  and  preserved,  and  that  the  long  and  noble  traditions  of 
our  religious  independence  and  security  continue  to  endure  and  to 
be  exemplified  in  our  public  schools.  We  declare  most  fervently 
that  only  those  precepts  and  doctrines  should  be  taught  in  public 
schools  which  are  in  no  way  subversive  of  the  ideals  and  traditions 
of  our  people ;  at  the  same  time  declaring  that  those  precepts  which 
have  become  well-established  tenets  of  advanced  educational  attain- 
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ment  should  be  unhesitatingly  incorporated  in  our  curriculum  and 
taught  to  the  end  that  the  pure  educational  achievements  of  Amer- 
ican children  shall  continue  to  be  recognized  throughout  the  civilized 
world. 

FOREIGN  POLICY  AND  ARMAMENT 

We  believe  that  in  all  relations  with  other  nations  of  the  world 
the  United  States  should  continue  to  point  the  way  to  peace  and 
prosperity  and  brotherly  love.  The  best  method  by  which  this  can 
be  accomplished  is  to  maintain  an  army,  navy  and  air  service  which 
shall  continue  to  command  the  respect  of  all  nations,  and  which  by 
the  economy  of  its  upkeep  will  result  in  the  material  lowering  of  our 
national  taxation,  and  demonstrate  to  foreign  nations  the  necessary 
advantage  of  a  reduction  of  their  armaments.  We  also  believe  that 
the  civilizing  influence  of  American  ideals  should  be  extended  to  all 
territory  wherein  it  may  serve  to  enlighten  peoples  in  need  of  such 
enlightenment,  but  that  at  the  same  time  these  United  States  should 
continue  the  policy  of  non-interference  in  foreign  affairs  which  do 
not  concern  them.  That  the  United  States  should  remain  ever 
ready  to  protect  the  lives  and  property  of  their  own  citizens  from  il- 
legal interference  or  aggression,  but  should  continue  at  all  times 
and  in  all  places  to  extend  to  all  men  the  right  hand  of  fellowship 
and  the  benign  smile  of  unalloyed  friendship. 
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CONCLUSION 

Finally  believing  that  the  United  States  of  America  are  a 
great  body  politic  imbued  with  the  strength  of  their  citizens  to  dis- 
count all  grandiose  and  meaningless  declarations  of  false  promise, 
we  have  adopted  the  straightforward  and  simple  pledges  of  this 
platform  firm  in  our  belief  that  it  will  carry  this  great  peoples  on  to 
an  enlightened  future. 

Appendix  B 

THE  HIERARCHY  OF  THE  POLITICAL  PARTY 

a.  Expectant  mothers  whose  sons  may  become  President  (enrolled 

as  vote  producers ) . 

b.  Newsboys  on  the  sidewalks  of  the  city  (these  have  climbed  one 

rung  on  the  Presidential  ladder). 

c.  Debutantes  available  to  arrange  balls,  bridge  parties  and  other 

musical  comedies  to  swell  the  campaign  fund. 

d.  College  students  who  build  log  cabins,  cardboard  cows,  and  can- 

vas gunboats  to  haul  in  election  processions  (these  will  light 
bonfires  on  or  without  request) . 

e.  Willing  Women's  Clubs  to  distribute  American  flags  and 

campaign  buttons  at  naturalization  proceedings. 

f.  Editorial  writers  whose  legitimate  income  is  too  small  to  live 

upon. 

g.  Orators  who  secure  donations  from  soap  manufacturers  whose 

boxes  they  use. 
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h.  Industrial  and  other  railroading  interests  with  large  coffers. 

i.  The  opposing  candidate  who  may  be  counted  upon  to  say  or  do 

something  to  cause  his  own  defeat, 
j.  Instructors  appointed  to  show  the  voters  how  properly  to  use  the 
machines. 

k.  Deputies  attorney  general  who  by  frequently  inspecting  ma- 
chines are  able  to  vote  any  number  of  times. 

1.  District  Chairmen  or  lackeys  to  carry  the  voters  to  the  polls. 

m.  The  Boss'  secretary  who  discharges  without  consideration  the 
henchmen  who  fail. 

n.  The  Boss  who  awards  the  plums  for  a  reasonable  consideration 
to  a  successful  henchman. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 

(Used  in  research  into  political  party  history) 

1.  An  American  Tragedy.    Theodore  Dreiser. 

2.  The  Triumph  of  the  Egg.    Sherwood  Anderson. 

3.  A  Comedy  of  Errors.   William  Shakespere. 

4.  The  Skin  Game.   John  Galsworthy  (Drama) 

5.  The  Gentle  Grafter.    O.  Henry. 

6.  Concerning  Roast  Pig.    Charles  Lamb. 

7.  The  Culture  of  Plums.    (Horticultural  Handbook) 

8.  From  Newsboy  to  President.   Horatio  Alger,  Jr. 
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